AMERICA BETRAYED

{This is #10 in a 10 Part Series)

HE ITALIANS CALL IT P

“ESTATO CORPORATIVO” .

~ THE CORPORATE STATE. 77" o™
WHEN THE STATE BECOMES THE SERVANT | | " -
OF CORPORATIONS, IT S CALLED FASCISM. | |,

WHEN CORPORATIONS CREATE THEIR OWN
SUPER-STATE, IT S CALLED THE WTO.

Created by international treaty in 1995 and now boasting
membership of 134 nations, the WTO is the most powerful
system of global governance on the planet. It is completely

undemocratic, answerable only to itself.

The WTO:

« was formed for the purpose of creating a giehal free market in wiiich
trade canstraints are mimmized

v = non-elected and meets i secretl;

= fhas the power to invalidate laws created by sovereign member
nations jrciding the U5) that are deemed by the WTO 1o e Tin
restraint of trada.”

What is free trade and who benefits?

Fres trade means markets that are freed of all restrictions, including
laws designed to protect the emnvironment, werking conditions and pub-
lic haalth and safety.

Whilex thi= may be oplimal Tor the profits of ransnational corporations,
it is ultimately not bensficial te the majority,

What are the rules of the WTO7?

While individual countries can challenge the WO, cases ara haard by
thrae trade bureaucrats, usually corporate lawyers. Thare ara noorules
on conflict-of-interest, judges meet in secret at undisclosed locations
and times, Documents are kept confidential, closed to public scrutiny.
There is no appeal o armyone outside of the WO,

As Ralph Mader s Public Citizen states; "At the request of transnational
corporations, the WTOD can and will repeal any nation s envircnmental
protections, public health or safety regulations."”

What has the WTO actually done to threaten the global

environment?

o owerturned part of the U5 Clean Ar Act o allow the import of low-
qualty gasoline with a high potential for air pollution,

» declared environmental reguiations Wegal that require imparted
shrimp and tuna be caught by methods that mimmize harm fa
endangered sea irlies and dolphins;

= ruled against the Eurgpean Union (ELY Dan on the sale of hormaone-
fregted US beef, requiring these countries to pay 3750 million each
year as "compensation for last profits”;

= ruled against an EL faw regoicing genelicaly modified food o be

laheled a5 such

For three decades, arvironmentalists have worked to halt the contami-
raticn of the planst with industrial poisons like DE, PCEs and synthetic
compounds of lead and mercury, Mow the WTO is using its power to
averturn emvirenmental protections in the interests of “free trade.”

By shifting the burden of proof in determining environmental hazards
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from corporations to the public, the WTD has replaced the idea of
"better safe than sorry” with the idea of "show us the dead bodies.”

Mearmwhile, we are horrified by the fact that 40-50% of us will suffer
cancer during cur lifetimes. The increasing incidence of sickness and
diseasa, particularly in our children, 1= an unspoken outrage of the
20th cantury.

What is the position of the Clinton/Gore administration?
The Clintens Gore Administration bas led the way lTor global lree trade,
through securing passage of the Morth American Free Trade Agree-
ment (MAFTA) and through their ongeing support for broadening the
scope and powers of tha WTO.

When the Buropean Union (EL) sought to ban the sale ol harmonea-
treated LS beef, the Clinton/Gore administration challenged the EU
before a WTO tribunal, When the EU called for labeling of genetically-
engineared foods, tha Clinton/Gore administration challenged again.

France wants to ban ashestos, Denmark wants to ban lead compounds,
and the EU wants to ban lead, mercury and cadmium in electronic
devices, Presidential contender Al Gore, who professes environmen-
tal credentials, opposes consumer protection from these highly toxic
substances, calling such protection an "illegal restraint of trade,”

But isn t the WTO making us richer? The answer is "NO!"™

In the past two decadas ol globalived fres trade, culminating in tha
WO, the world has experienced.
« reduced standards of lving for most people it both the developing
and the developed world:
* RN Lnermayment worldwices;
 massive enviranmental degradation & natural resmirce shortages,
« intensifying pattical chaos:
« 4 global sense of despair replacing hope and optimism far the
future.

The United States, the presminent power in the WTO, now suffers
the most dramatic inequalities of wealth of all the industrialized courn-
tries and a democracy that is moribund. 25% of our children and &0
milkon of our people live in poverty. 1% now own 45% of the wealth
while 0% own no tangible assets at all. Cynical about a campaign
finance system that greases the palms of specialinterests, only about
a third of the eligible electorate even bother to vote,

it s time to wake up - at stake is our national sovereignty, our
democracy, and our increasingly fragile planetary environment.

The purpose of the WTO "Millenium Round Ministerial™ in Seattle, November 30 through December 3,
is to further expand the agenda of corporate globalzation. Do we want a world in which transnational
corporations make and enforce the rules through a secret tribunal?

ITSUPTOUS TOSAY NO. ITSUPTO VS TO STOP THE WTO.
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Call oy vty

US Trade Representative Charlene Barshevsky
Phone: Be8-473-0707
UETR, 600 17th 5L, MW, Washington, D€ 20508

Tell her withdraw the LS, from fhe WTLO,

xliar Al avsaly R Ma pUine 1 Mo SR oF pasie secion

Lori Wialach and BMichodie Slores, Whaso Ioads Oegarasanon? Corpovate Ghobalranon and mfas Sresion of Darnooracy (Washingion, OC: Public Civen, Ing., 799090 1288 1282210077, (F02} 881000




